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“As for Us”
Joshua 24:14-18 July 28, 2019

For the 100th day of kindergarten, each student in 
Tarak McClain’s class was asked to bring one hundred 
things to class. Some brought cotton balls, or pecans, or 
cheerios, Tarak brought beliefs. In an interview recorded 
for the “This I Believe” radio series, Tarak read 30 of his 
100 beliefs. Here are some favorites, “I believe God is 
in everything. I believe hate is a cause for love. I believe 
everyone is weird in their own way. I believe teachers 
are smarter than most people. I believe people should 
go outside more. I believe I should not whine. I believe 
it’s okay to die but not to kill. I believe we live best in 
a community. I believe life is good.” It’s an interesting 
exercise for all of us; how would you express what you 
believe or convey what matters most…the values that 
shape your life? Which words would you choose to 
express your faith?

In the church, we speak of faith in many different 
ways. Faith is a gift that we receive from the witness of 
others and do our best to pass along. Faith is a comfort in 
times of distress and pain. Faith is a source of joy sung in 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving. Faith is a distinct way 
of seeing the world—as a place of purpose and intention, 
not randomness. This morning, we remember that faith 
is also a choice, one that we are called up on to make time 
and time again. We choose how we will live, what we will 
stake our lives on, whom we will serve. 

This morning’s scripture comes at the very end of the 
book of Joshua, just before its namesake dies at the ripe 
old age of 110. This is his final speech to the people of 
Israel, his people, the ones who had formed his faith, 
taught him the stories of scripture, raised him up….
the same ones whom he had led following the death 
of Moses. Joshua gathers them all at Shechem—the 
same place God appeared to Abraham with a covenant 
promise of faithfulness generations earlier—a promise 
that God has kept as the people prepare to enter the 
land of Canaan. And in that sacred place, Joshua uses 

this final opportunity to urge his people to reaffirm that 
covenant and renew their commitment to serve God –as 
individuals and as a community. He asks them to make a 
very specific choice and to do it right then—choose this 
day whom you will serve. 

Joshua didn’t have much time left and so he gets right to 
the point. Whom will you serve? It’s all about priorities. 
It’s all about what matters most. Make a choice. It is a 
decisive moment in the life of God’s people. When they 
enthusiastically respond that they choose to serve God, 
Joshua asks the question again. It’s as if he wants them 
all to know the seriousness of their answer—the weight 
it carries. When they enter this new land, there will be 
temptations of every kind, urging them to veer from the 
path God intends, inviting them to serve other masters. 
And so, Joshua reminds them that the choice they now 
make will be put to the test.

It’s almost too obvious to say, but it is true--who we are 
is a product of the choices we make. Though much of 
what happens in this life is beyond our control, how we 
will respond to it is what shapes our identity.  Choices 
have consequences—daily routine choices and life-
changing choices: how to treat others, how to spend 
money, how to use time, whom to love, whom to commit 
my life to, whom to serve. Joshua wants us to take this 
choice seriously. He acknowledges other options—other 
gods and lords. There is a choice.

But there is one option that is not on the table. 
Bob Dylan sang about in his 1979 single, Gotta Serve 
Somebody. “You’re gonna have to serve somebody. It 
may be the devil, and it may be the Lord, but you’re 
gonna have to serve somebody.” Joshua is clear that the 
Israelites, like all of us, will serve someone. Absolute self-
reliance and utter independence is a fabrication. We will 
serve someone or something. And Joshua is clear that 
for him and his family, that someone will be the Lord. 
His is an act of leadership and a voice of challenge to his 

 Rev. Christopher A. Henry
Senior Pastor



7700 North Meridian Street •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 • SecondChurch.org • 317-253-6461

people. As for us, Joshua says, we choose to serve God. 
Come what may, we commit ourselves to God’s way in 
the world. 

Which brings me to us. Though it’s difficult to believe, 
this is the 50th sermon I have preached at Second 
Presbyterian Church. You have learned that I am not as 
gifted as Tarak or Joshua in the art of succinct summation. 
But, taking my cue from Joshua, I will try to get to the 
point this morning. The central question facing us as 
people of faith is this—whom will we serve? To whom 
will we choose to give primary allegiance? 

There are many choices—far more than I could 
name this morning. The great reformer John Calvin 
said that the human mind is a permanent factory of 
idols—we are endlessly creative in forming new gods 
to whom we effortlessly bow down. We serve the gods 
of political ideology, of technological innovation, of 
wealth and power, of beauty, of efficiency, of perfection. 
Our masters are legion. They are both universal to our 
humanity and as personal as each one of us. Whom will 
we serve? Like the Israelites, we are quick to affirm our 
commitment to God’s way in the world. But Joshua asks 
again. Whom will you serve when the choice is not easy? 
Whom will you serve when the path is unclear? Whom 
will you serve when following Christ means sacrificing 
something, standing up for someone, standing against 
some competing god? Whom will you serve when serving 
God means inconveniencing yourself, challenging your 
allegiance, giving more than you thought you could? 
You see, this question is not as simple as it first seems. 
The choice you make determines the life you live. 

And yet, deep within the question, there is also a 
promise. If you serve God, you can count on God’s 
consistent and persistent presence. God promises to be 
faithful. And so God has. God’s faithfulness has been 
proven time and time again. In years of plenty and in 
years of lack. In seasons of celebration and in seasons of 
sorrow. In the midst of conflict and division. Through 
times of growth and expansion. When all was right with 
the world and when the foundations of the earth seemed 
to be shaking beneath our feet. God has been faithful.

And so, on this day and each day, the question is not 
whether or not God will be faithful. The Hebrews knew 

that—“for it is the Lord our God who brought us and 
our ancestors up from the land of Egypt and did great 
signs in our sight…” No, the question is ours to answer. 
Whom will we serve?

Back to us; if we are able to answer as the Hebrews did 
to Joshua that day, then the future is indeed bright. If we 
are able to muster the courage and the faith of previous 
generations who sat in these pews, the future is filled 
with possibility. There is important, transformative 
work before us. What God is doing in and through the 
ministries of Second Presbyterian Church is inspiring 
and exciting. I hope you can feel that sense of God’s 
Spirit leading us forward and expanding the vision of 
our ministry. I hope it has inspired you.

It begins with a choice. Do we have enough faith to 
put God first, trusting that the rest will fall into place? 
Can we stretch ourselves and extend our welcome, and 
deepen our commitment so that those within our church, 
and strangers in our community, and future generations, 
and all of God’s children, will find a place of meaning 
and welcome here? Will we put God first in our lives and 
embrace the joy and meaning that this choice brings us?

Our faith challenges us. Joshua challenges us: 
Choose this day – whether we are going to serve God 
of abundance and generosity and overflowing joy, or 
whether we are going to serve the gods of our culture – 
security, money, status, consumerism. 

Choose this day whom you will serve. And may the 
people of this great congregation, echoing the voices of 
our ancestors at Shechem and Second Church, proclaim 
with enthusiasm and with commitment, “As for us…we 
will serve the Lord.” Amen. 


